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In compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Public Act, MCL 15.263 ET SEQ., as amended to hold 
City Council meetings electronically:   
  

A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held electronically on Wednesday, March 
10, 2021, called to order at 7:32 p.m.  Mayor Clarke presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:  Segal, Clarke, Cowper, Salemi 

        (All members present in Sylvan Lake, Oakland County, Michigan.) 
 
     Absent:   Zubrzycki 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden, and City Attorney Schultz 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Segal, seconded Cowper, to approve the City Council Agenda for March 10, 2021, 
as submitted. 
 
 Yes:  Clarke, Cowper, Salemi, Segal 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Salemi, seconded Segal, to approve the following items on the consent agenda as 
submitted. 
 

A. February 10, 2021 Regular Meeting minutes  
B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 12163-12165, DD4147-4173, EFT1528-1536; 

and A/P check #’s 51310-51309, EFT 2356-2370; ACH 2371-2374; TOTALING: 
$222,155.41. 

C. Acceptance of Public Works and Police for February 2021.  
  
 Yes: Cowper, Salemi, Segal, Clarke 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS    
 
There were no reports. 
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BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public.   
 
There were 22 public guests.   
 
Judy Nechal shared on Facebook some residents were having concern over not being able to recycle 
soup containers.  She contacted GFL and found they are recyclable as long as they don’t have a white 
wax coating you can scratch off.  The wax is not recyclable.  She got a guideline flyer and shared it 
with Martin and Clarke.  It was put on the city website.  The link the city has goes to GFL’s website 
and their list is out of date.  Nechal will share this on Facebook tomorrow.   
        H-001-21 
Helen Jane Peters announced there is a new web page for “Sylvan Lake’s history”. She also shared 
the West Bloomfield Library is sponsoring a virtual event with the Greater West Bloomfield 
Historical Society “then and now” a look at the four communities: Keego Harbor, Sylvan Lake, 
Orchard Lake, and West Bloomfield.  It will be next Wednesday, March 17th at 7 p.m. Peters will 
share the link on FB.   
 
  
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
 
Martin express what a beautiful day it is today!  Quite a change from our last meeting when it was 50 
degrees colder.  He stated even though it’s warm today, City Hall will not be putting up the tennis 
nets or open the  restrooms for a couple more months.  We’re still really busy at City Hall.  The initial 
boat dock applications, new process for kayaks, creating an application for community events, 
building department, ZBAs and all the normal activity is keeping us hopping.  With the boat docks, 
there were a few residents that didn’t submit their applications and payment on time.  There are 4 
residents that have given up their boat dock space.  There are three more that have until Monday to 
submit their application to keep their space.  The kayak rack spaces have been distributed and right 
now there are only three more kayaks waiting for a spot.  We shouldn’t have any problem adding a 
few more kayak spaces.    
 
Planning Commission met last week.  They held a public hearing to receive public input on the two 
zoning ordinances that are on the agenda tonight.  They also continued their discussion on the Master 
Plan.  There will be a little regrouping regarding the master plan.  With COVID not allowing in-
person meetings creating gaps in meetings, along with a changeover resulting in 4 new planning 
commissioners, fruitful discussion on the master plan has been difficult.  Next month they will be 
reviewing an initial Site Plan for an addition to the Mobil gas station on Telegraph.  As mentioned 
before, our sign ordinance is getting a complete overhaul.  We will be discussing that at future 
planning commission meetings. 
       CC-001-21 
New carpet has been ordered for the community center, and a new stove has been delivered and will 
be installed tomorrow.  We will be getting estimates for painting the exterior of the Community 
Center and  the exterior of the DPW garage and hopefully get them painted this year. 
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We are still discussing outsourcing the water and sewer services with the Water Resources 
Commission.  Our next meeting is in a couple of weeks. 
       U-003-21 
Martin has thoroughly reviewed the water and sewer revenue and expenditures to determine if we 
need to increase our water and sewer rates.  He happily announced, that because we have currently 
removed the capital outlay line item from those budgets, we do not need to increase the fees this year.   
       WA-001-21 
He provided an update on the water main break under the canal.  The city just received a check from 
their insurance company for the full amount of our expenses to supply temporary water and install a 
new water main. 
       H-002-21 
Martin recalled Helen Jane Peters mentioning that this year marks the  100th anniversary of Sylvan 
Lake becoming a village.  She mentioned it several months ago that it was coming up, and then again 
over the past few months and said we should do something to celebrate.  Martin is all for that.  The 
more things and ways to get people together, the better.  So, City Hall, with a great deal of help from 
a few others, have been planning a tribute to celebrate the 100-year anniversary of Sylvan Lake 
becoming a village.  The tribute will be August 26th.  This is still the early stages of planning, but a 
few things are already firmed up.  Mark your calendars and set aside the evening of the 26th to join 
us.  Watch for coming newsbytes for more information.   
 
Martin look forward to warm weather, meeting in person, and enjoying each other’s company. 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Cowper thanked Dryden for the council packet and thanked everyone for joining the meeting and 
asked them to tell their neighbors to join the meetings.  The more the better.  He thanked Martin for 
his leg work with the water main break and Judy Nechal for doing the leg work with recycling.  He is 
looking forward to the 100-year anniversary celebration.  He stated Sylvan is a great city to live in 
and he is happy to serve.   
 
Segal asked everyone to keep participating in the meetings.  She expressed Happy Women’s Day and 
thanked Helen Jane Peters for sharing all the beautiful history pictures.  She added the Blood Drive is 
April 26th at the Community Center and hopes everyone will participate.  Segal supports the 100th 
Anniversary celebration as there is much to be proud of. 
 
Salemi thanked Helen Jane Peters for the pictures.  He enjoys seeing them. 
 
Clarke announced there will be a live broadcast of the State of Communities on CivicCenterTV and 
89.3 FM, on March 30th at 7:00 p.m.  He will be participating as the Mayor this year and asked 
everyone to email him their suggestions for topics for it.  He is looking forward to kicking off all the 
great events with warmer weather.   
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ACTION ITEMS     
        
A.  Ord. 354 – Changing Zoning Ordinance Violations from Misdemeanors to Civil Infractions  

     O-003-21 
             
Martin explained this would decriminalize violations of the Zoning Section of our Code of 
Ordinances, making them civil infractions instead of misdemeanors.  Some of them already are civil 
infractions. This will make all of them civil infractions.  He clarified it doesn’t take away the city’s 
ability to take someone to court who doesn’t comply.  Planning Commission did hold a public 
hearing for this proposed ordinance 354, and ordinance 355 and recommended approval 
unanimously.    Attorney Schultz added, this reduces our burden of proof and gives the court the 
opportunity to do things if needed. It is a useful tool with no jury trail.  Good things for the city and 
residents.   
 
Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public.  There were no comments. 
 
 Moved by Segal, seconded Salemi, to adopt Ordinance 354 Changing Zoning Ordinance 
Violations  from Misdemeanor to Civil Infractions. 
 
 Yes:  Salemi, Segal, Clarke, Cowper  
 No:   None 
        ORDINANCE ADOPTED 
 
 
B.  Ord. 355 – Allow the storage of indoor Vehicles in the I-1 Limited Industrial Zoning 

      O-004-21 
 

Martin explained this amendment would allow the indoor storage of personal vehicles in the I-1 
limited industrial zoned districts.  It would not allow significant maintenance, storage of parts, 
outdoor sales, etc.  He noted there was a public comment at the Planning Commission Public 
Hearing, regarding the DTE property that is currently zoned I-1.  The resident questioned if this 
would allow indoor storage of vehicles on the DTE property.  The answer is yes, it would.  However, 
there currently aren't any buildings on the DTE property within Sylvan Lake's boundaries.  So if they 
wanted to do something like that, it would require a complete site plan review to construct buildings, 
etc.    

 
Cowper thanked the City Attorney for drafting this in a thoughtful way. 
 
Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public there were no comments. 
 
 
 Moved by Cowper, seconded Segal, to adopt Ordinance 355 Allowing the storage of indoor 
vehicles in the I-1 Limited Industrial Zoning District. 
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 Yes:  Segal, Clarke, Cowper, Salemi 
 No:   None 
        ORDINANCE ADOPTED 
 
 
C.  Restaurant Relief Program Interlocal Agreement with Oakland County   CA-002-21    F-004-21 

 
Martin stated we are grateful to Oakland County for making this grant available for restaurants. We 
are thrilled two restaurants have taken advantage of this program.  Ellen’s and Pepino's have 
successfully applied for this grant and will be reimbursed in whole or in part for their costs. 
 
Chief Bassett added the city applied for the max allocation for Sylvan Lake and got the notices out to 
the restaurants in Sylvan Lake.  They will disburse the funds to those restaurants.  He noted the 
County has been very flexible and disbursed the funds quickly. 
 
Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public there were no comments. 
 
 Moved by Salemi, seconded Cowper, to approve the Restaurant Relief Program Interlocal 
Agreement with Oakland County. 
 
 Yes:  Clarke, Cowper, Salemi, Segal 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
NON-ACTION ITEMS 
        

a. Security for Ferndale Park, Restroom, and Boat Launch 
 
Nothing new to report. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
  Moved by Salemi, seconded Segal, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None       MOTION CARRIED 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m. 
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


